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Survey Summary 

ÅThe survey was conducted in late 
October/early November of 2018. 

ÅResidents within the District were mailed a 
paper survey. Each survey included a unique 
survey access code for those who preferred to 
take the survey online. 

ÅTotal responses = 1,174 (368 paper) 

ÅParticipation rate = 32% 

ÅMargin of error = +/- 2.9% 



Respondent Information 



What is your age? 



Do you live in the Freedom Area School 
District? 



Are you an employee of the Freedom Area 
School District? 



Do you have children attending the 
District? 



In which city or township do you reside?  



How would you like to receive School/District 
information? 



Financial Background 



¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘŀȄǇŀȅŜǊǎΩ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΦ Lƴ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ 
District made its final payment on a loan that funded past building projects. The 
District is now referendum debt free. 
 
{ƛƴŎŜ нлмпΣ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ !ǊŜŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǘŀȄ Ƴƛƭƭ ǊŀǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ 
calculate property taxes, has declined by $2.47. For a person with a $150,000 
home, this represents a savings of $370.50 each year. 



The graph below illustrates that the Freedom Area 
School District has the lowest school property tax mill 
rate in our area. 



Referendum Feedback 



How did you vote on the last referendum? 
(Freedom Area School District Residents Only) 



LŦ ȅƻǳ ǾƻǘŜŘ άbƻΣέ ǿƘȅΚ 
(Freedom Area School District Residents Only) 

Item 
All 

Residents 
Staff 

Residents 

Parent 
Residents 

(Non-Staff) 

Non-Parent 
Residents 

(Non-Staff) 

Too expensive/felt the tax impact was too large 81% 64% 79% 83% 

Did not support new outdoor athletic fields/felt existing 
fields could be utilized 

55% 43% 48% 60% 

Did not support building a new school 41% 21% 32% 48% 

Felt the current school could be remodeled 36% 29% 39% 35% 

Did not support the proposed location (District-owned 
land on County Road N) 

28% 14% 22% 33% 

Did not know what the Town of Freedom was planning 
to do with their town hall complex initiative 

27% 29% 22% 30% 

Did not support the construction of an auditorium 21% 0% 12% 29% 

Did not agree with the planning process 27% 7% 28% 28% 

Lacked information regarding what was being proposed 15% 7% 13% 17% 

L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǾƻǘŜ άȅŜǎέ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ 8% 0% 1% 13% 

Other 12% 14% 13% 11% 



What advice would you give regarding a plan 
to invest in our schools? 

(Freedom Area School District Residents Only) 



Freedom Elementary School Background 
 
 

Freedom Elementary School was originally built in 1965 and expanded in 1996. This 
summer, the parking lot was expanded and the main entrance was updated to 
better control visitor access. Freedom Elementary School has already become one 
of the largest elementary schools in Wisconsin, serving over 700 students. In 
addition: 
 
ω /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅΦ 
ω {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 
student collaboration and small group instruction. 
ω 9ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎΣ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
student circulation challenges. 
 
Because of the current capacity issues the District would like to move 4th and 5th 
grade students into the middle school to provide needed space at the elementary 
level. The change would also allow the District to maintain current class sizes while 
incorporating flexibility for future enrollment growth.  
 



Middle/High School Background 



The Freedom Middle/High School was originally built in 1928 and expanded in 1956, 1972, 1996 and 
2000. Over the years, the District has significantly increased the number of course offerings that 
require additional space and more flexible areas for hands-on learning. Although the building has 
served the District well, portions of the school are 90 years old, and a major investment will be 
needed to address the following issues: 
 

- Classrooms and support areas are nearing capacity. 
- The school lacks appropriately designed areas for art, engineering, agriculture and technical 
education. 
- Additional classrooms are needed for special education students and special needs programming. 
- The choir and band areas are too small to meet current demand and need acoustical enhancements. 
- Because of the number of expansions, the school is a maze of hallways, creating student circulation 
issues and inefficient space utilization. 
- Technology infrastructure has been upgraded recently, but additional Wi-Fi network points are 
needed. 
- Additional/updated locker rooms and equipment storage are needed. 
- Additional gym and fitness spaces are needed to support District students, community youth 
programs and other community events. 
- Lunchroom facilities at FMS/FHS are outdated and too small to meet school and community needs. 
- There is no auditorium at the high school, only a theater (Lecture Hall) with a seating capacity for 
196. 
 

Expansion on the current site is limited due to the site size. Additionally, the building has a large 
number of load-bearing walls, which limit remodeling options. Some community members feel the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
building. The following table outlines some of the differences between the two options: 





In general, what advice would you give regarding 
addressing the needs at the Freedom Schools? 

(Freedom Area School District Residents Only) 



OPTION 1a: 
Build a New High School 



After a thorough review of the previous plan, it was determined that the size of a new high school 
cannot be reduced from what was proposed in 2017 referendum. However, the investment 
needed to build the outdoor athletic competition fields could be postponed and the existing fields 
would be utilized. Therefore, the cost to build a new high school was reduced to $58.9 million. The 
new school would be built on 76 acres of District-owned land on County Road N and designed: 
 

ω ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ срл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ω ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀōǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ϧ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
careers in engineering, agriculture,  
manufacturing and construction 
ω ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭŜȄƛōƭŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ  
student collaboration and project-based  
learning 
ω ǿƛǘƘ ŀ о-court gym and a 650-seat  
auditorium 
ω ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ  
separation of pedestrians and vehicle/bus  
traffic 
ω ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ  
lighting 
ω ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ 
ω ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ 
 

Option 1 would also provide $1 million for  
light remodeling at the current middle/high  
school. 



Would you support a $59.9 million referendum to 
build a new high school? 

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $311 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($25.91 per month). 

All Residents 



Would you support a $59.9 million referendum to 
build a new high school? 

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $311 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($25.91 per month). 

Staff Residents 



Would you support a $59.9 million referendum to 
build a new high school? 

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $311 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($25.91 per month). 

Parent Residents (Non-Staff) 



Would you support a $59.9 million referendum to 
build a new high school? 

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $311 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($25.91 per month). 

Non-Parent Residents (Non-Staff) 



OPTION 1b: 
Build a New High School  
with an Athletic Complex 



Option 1a assumes continuing to use the football, track 
and soccer fields at the current campus. Although this 
would create some scheduling, transportation and 
student supervision challenges, it would decrease the 
initial investment needed to build a new high school. 
 
The high school project could be expanded by $7.1 
million to build an athletic complex for baseball, softball, 
track & field as well as a multi-use artificial turf field for 
football, soccer, marching band and physical education.  



Would you support a $67 million referendum to 
build a new high school with athletic complex?  

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $354 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($29.50 per month).  

All Residents 



Would you support a $67 million referendum to 
build a new high school with athletic complex?  

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $354 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($29.50 per month).  

Staff Residents 



Would you support a $67 million referendum to 
build a new high school with athletic complex?  

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $354 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($29.50 per month).  

Parent Residents (Non-Staff) 



Would you support a $67 million referendum to 
build a new high school with athletic complex?  

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $354 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($29.50 per month).  

Non-Parent Residents (Non-Staff) 



OPTION 2: 
Renovate and Expand the Existing 

Middle/High School 
 
 

If the community does not support building a new high school, a 
significant investment will be needed to expand and renovate the 

existing middle/high school. If the community supports this option, the 
District would likely stay at this location for the foreseeable future. 

 
To address all projects listed on the following slide, it would cost 

$50.6 million.  



What priorities would you place on the following? 
High (3), Medium (2), Low (1) 

Item 
All 

Residents 
Staff 

Residents 

Parent 
Residents 

(Non-Staff) 

Non-Parent 
Residents 

(Non-Staff) 

Update building systems (lighting, electrical, plumbing and 
heating) that are beyond their service life 

2.54 2.69 2.59 2.43 

Remodel/expand space for the technical education 
(Shop/Ag) to support courses offerings in engineering, 
agriculture, manufacturing, auto body and construction 

2.32 2.37 2.34 2.29 

Address Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and building 
code compliance issues 

2.36 2.52 2.40 2.28 

Demolish the oldest sections of the school, including the 
dome gym, and construct a new two-story academic wing 

2.30 2.45 2.37 2.16 

Update science labs 2.23 2.35 2.28 2.13 

Add/renovate general and special education classrooms 2.27 2.42 2.36 2.09 

Expand/update cafeteria and kitchen areas 2.27 2.63 2.37 2.03 

Remodel/expand art, band and choir classrooms 2.02 2.21 2.11 1.87 

Build an auditorium for school/community use 2.06 2.57 2.16 1.81 

Improve traffic flow and add parking, which will require 
relocation of the soccer field 

1.87 2.11 1.95 1.67 

Build a 3-court gym, wrestling room and fitness center 1.76 1.96 1.93 1.45 



Would you support a $50.6 million referendum to 
renovate the existing middle/high school?  

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $256 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($21.33 per month).  

All Residents 



Would you support a $50.6 million referendum to 
renovate the existing middle/high school?  

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $256 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($21.33 per month).  

Staff Residents 



Would you support a $50.6 million referendum to 
renovate the existing middle/high school?  

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $256 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($21.33 per month).  

Parent Residents (Non-Staff) 



Would you support a $50.6 million referendum to 
renovate the existing middle/high school?  

Representing an estimated annual tax increase of approximately $256 for each 
$100,000 of property value ($21.33 per month).  

Non-Parent Residents (Non-Staff) 



Funding Support 



{ƛƴŎŜ нлмпΣ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ !ǊŜŀ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ǘŀȄ Ƴƛƭƭ ǊŀǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
used to calculate property taxes, has declined. The chart shows the tax 
impact for various referendum amounts compared to the 2014 level. 


