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It is hard to believe that the second semester is already well underway! As we move forward, I want to take 
a moment to reflect on the incredible achievements our students made during the first semester. Through 
their hard work and perseverance, we saw meaningful growth in both academic progress and personal 
development. 

I would also like to extend my sincere gratitude to Mrs. Osowski and the entire elementary team for their 
outstanding collaboration and support during my absence. Their dedication and teamwork ensured a seamless 
transition and maintained a positive, supportive learning environment for our students. 

We cannot overstate the importance of reading at home. Please continue to read with your child or encourage 
them to read independently each evening. Reading is a cornerstone of learning, and your continued 
partnership in this effort plays a vital role in your child’s success. 

Finally, please be sure to review the information and school calendar included in this newsletter. We have 
several exciting events ahead and look forward to continuing our strong partnership in support of your child’s 
education. 

 
 

Principal’s Corner 
 

 

Important dates: 
 
 
• Feb. 16 
 No School 
 Staff Inservice 
 
 
•   Feb. 20 
 4K & new Kind.  
 Registration  
 
 
•   Feb. 26 
 4K-Grade 5 

Parent/Teacher 
Conferences  

 3:30-6:30 
 
 
•   Feb. 26 
 Title VI Info Meeting 
 5:00pm Library 
  
 
 
•   Feb. 27 
 No School 
 Conference Break 
 
 
 
Interactive Lunch Menu Link  
https://www.myschoolmenus
.com/organizations/2787 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are a NUT FREE 
School. NO 
Homemade or 
Store/Bakery Bought 
Goods (unless there 
is a “Made in a nut-
free facility” sticker) 
 

February 2026 Newsletter 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 
Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled for Thursday, February 26 from 3:30-6:30 pm. These 
conferences are by teacher invitation first and then are open to anyone else that would like a 
conference.   These are 10-minute conferences that will be scheduled through the Skyward on-line Student 
Management Program for grades 4K-5.  Each family will have to schedule their own conferences, if they 
would like one, for each child through Skyward.  If you have more than one child at Freedom Elementary 
School, each child will have to be scheduled separately.  Please watch for a teacher invitation or the 
reminder email notifying you when the window opens for everyone. Parents will receive information on 
how to access their Student Access account on Monday, February 16.  If you do not have computer access, 
please call your child’s teacher at 920-788-7950 to schedule. 
 

FES Family Math Night 
FES is hosting a 4K to 5th grades family math night on Thursday, February 12th from 4:30pm to 6:30pm 
in the library.  Feel free to come for a bit and try out some math activities and have some Olympic 
fun!  Students who attend can enter for a chance to win raffle prizes, and every student will go home with a 
puzzling reward! 

                    
 
 
 
Dress for the weather!  Students will be outside when the weather is zero or above with the wind chill.  Students need 
to have coats, hats, gloves, scarves, boots, and snow pants.  Just a reminder, students need boots and snowpants to 
play when it’s wet or snowy.  It is a good idea to label your child’s clothing.  We have many “lost and found” items 
in our containers by the cafeteria.   
 
 

We are happy to announce that we will be reading Dog Days by Karen English.  We will meet 
Gavin, who is new to his school and learns to be responsible for his choices.   
Each family will receive a book at the end of February to follow along with staff read alouds 
weekly starting in March. 
 

School-wide One School, One Book March 2026 
 

Dress for the Weather 

https://www.myschoolmenus.com/organizations/2787
https://www.myschoolmenus.com/organizations/2787


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Fang's Reading Program is already underway! It will run for 8 weeks starting January 26, ending March 20. Every two weeks, a base is due, and like 
last year, there will be no individual base prizes, rather a grand slam prize that students pick up at the ballpark when they attend the family night game 
on Thursday, May 14. Teachers have sent information home in January, and tickets can be purchased when the program has been completed.  We hope 
you take part in this fun opportunity to grow your child’s reading skills! 
Base due dates: 

1st base: February 6 2nd base: February 20 
3rd base: March 6  Home Run: March 20 

 
The Timber Rattlers Reading Committee 
 
 

Fang’s Reading Club 
 

Art Fundraiser 
 Families may have their students’ art work printed on a variety of products to help raise money for the Art Program.  Information will be sent home in 
March or early April. 

Summer School  
 

Forward Exam 
Each year, federal law requires that Wisconsin schools administer a test to measure student achievement. In Wisconsin, that test is the Forward Exam 
which is given each spring to students in 3rd, 4th and 5th grade.  We will once again be required to assess students sometime between March 16 to 
April 24.  Students will need to be present in school to complete testing. Grade level specific dates will be shared prior to the testing window. 
*If you prefer your child to not test this school year, please contact Mrs. Lipsey or Mrs. Osowski. 
 

Are you looking for ways to help in your school community? Consider donating to Freedom School’s Foodservice Angel Fund! 
The School Lunch Angel Fund seeks to provide short-term assistance to families in need by covering negative lunch account balances. 
It’s easy to do. You can send or drop-off your donation to the District Office or any school office. Make checks payable to Freedom Area School 
District and in the Memo write Angel Fund. If you have any questions please contact Logan Wilson, Director of Dining Services, 
at Lwilson@freedomschools.k12.wi.us 
 
 

Food Service Angel Fund 

Hello FES families!! 
Code for Music Class Website 
Scan the QR code below to access information regarding your child’s experience in the music room as well as information about the upcoming 
concert:)  
 
***Our Spring Concert featuring our 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade musicians will take place on March 5 in the 
gymnasium at Freedom Elementary School***** 
The 3rd grade students will perform at 10:30am, the 4th grade students will perform at 1:30pm and the 5th grade 
students will perform at 12:00. 
 
Whatever your families’ goals may be for 2026, know that your child and your family can’t help but grow and grow together by sharing music. 
Check out these articles to learn more:  
 
Emotional development: 
Music can help children learn to recognize and regulate their emotions, build self-esteem, and develop empathy. Link to article 
 
Bonding: 
Music can help parents and children bond through coordination, empathy, and shared experiences. Link to article 
 
 

From Ms. Vanderloop in the Music Room 
 

Summer School will run Monday, June 8 – Friday, June 26, 2026 Monday through Friday from 8:00am until 12:00pm.  Registration will begin on 
April 7 and end on April 24.  Fess are due by May 1, 2026. 
 

Our School Breakfast Rocks! 
Our school breakfasts are nutritious and delicious! 
School breakfasts provide students with the fuel they need to do their best in school. The meals always include fruits or vegetables, whole grains, 
and dairy. For more information on our school breakfast program, go to our Online Interactive Menu. 

mailto:Lwilson@freedomschools.k12.wi.us
https://childrencentral.net/benefits-of-music-and-movement-for-preschool-childrens-development/
https://www.10news.com/parents-kids-listen-music-together-have-better-relationships-study-shows/
https://www.myschoolmenus.com/organizations/2787/


 
 

 

  

Fox Valley Excellence in Education Shining Stars 
Congratulations to all the nominated teachers in the District for the Fox Valley Excellence in Education.  Here are 
the nominated FES staff members: 
 

Kylie Hayes    Linda Braun   Stephanie Linsmeyer  
Elizabeth Voissem   Jenny Biese   Paul Maronek 
Chelsa Smith    Jennifer Wilson   Penny Kurkiewicz 
Andrea Micke    Sarah Northam   Sara Culotta 
Amanda Susek    Devin Maroszek  Megan Rady 
Dan Marquardt    Jonathan Awe   Todd Riesterer 
Katie Wichman    Ashley Scheibe   Kelly Schmidt  
Natalie Franke    Andrea Anderson  Tony Kazik 
Deanne Gerondale    

Welcome Ms. Ally Amerson-Special Education Teacher 
My name is Ally Amerson, and I am a new special education teacher at Freedom 
Elementary School. I am originally from Kaukauna, Wisconsin, and I graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin–Oshkosh with a double major in Elementary Education and 
Special Education. I had the opportunity to student teach at Freedom at the beginning of 
this school year, and I am excited to finish out the rest of the school year at FES. I believe 
every student can learn, and look forward to supporting students as they grow and succeed! 
 
Welcome to Freedom Elementary, Ally! 
 
 

VFW Teacher of the Year 
 Congratulations to Mrs. Susan Rudolph-Ness on being named 
our VFW Teacher of the Year!  Mrs. Rudolph has won at the 
local level.   
 

 

Congratulations to the Freedom Elementary 
Cheer Team.  They took 1st place out of 11 teams 
in the large division at the JEM Cheer State 
Championship Competition on January 10. 
 
We are proud of you.  Go Irish! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAC (Parent Activity Committee) News 
LET THE GAMES BEGIN BALL 
We apologize for cancelling our Annual School Dance due to the Extreme Cold. We are currently working on 
rescheduling it to another date. Stay tuned – more details to come! 
  
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES  
The PAC will be catering in sandwiches for Parent/Teacher Conferences on Thursday, February 26, but we need 
your help bringing in other items for this long night. Please click on the link and see if you can help with a few 
item - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0448A5A92BA6FE3-61912099-226 
 
SHOUT OUTS 
Thank you for sending in Shout Outs! The staff loves to hear all the positive comments. There is no limit to the 
amount you can submit. Please use the following link - https://forms.gle/KktNeeGX22kCYaqo6 to send a Shout 
Out for a staff member that is doing an amazing job. For each shout out entry, staff members are put into a 
drawing to win some prizes! 
 
STOCK THE LOUNGE – THIRD GRADE 
For the month February, we are asking all 3rd grade parents to please consider dropping off snacks/drinks to help 
us stock the lounge for FES staff. Each month we ask a different grade to help with this. Just a reminder that 
snacks need to be "nut free". We hope to get a mixture of healthy and sweet/salty treats. Ideas for drinks: flavor 
or carbonated water, Bubbl’r’, soda, etc. Thank you to all parents who helped us stock the lounge this school 
year! The FES Staff really enjoyed all the snacks and drinks you provided! 
 
BRAIN BOWL FUNDRAISER 
THANK YOU to everyone who supported the PAC's Brain Bowl and to all students who participated in this fun 
learning event.  
 
BUZZ’S PAC NIGHT 
Did you know, on the 3rd Monday of each month is PAC night at Buzz’s. On these nights, head to Buzz’s with 
the family for a great meal and they will donate a portion of food sales to the PAC.  
 
NEXT MEETING 
Our next meeting is scheduled for next Monday, February 16th at 5:30 PM in the FES Staff Lounge. Babysitting 
will be provided by National Honor Students. 
 

Fun during indoor recess 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0448A5A92BA6FE3-61912099-226
https://forms.gle/KktNeeGX22kCYaqo6
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MENTAL HEAL TH RESOURCES 
FOR PARENTS· 

A CL I CKABLE COMPILATION OF RESOURCES 
CREATED BY NAMI FOX VALLEY 

Gn n H m I Support for Kids, \\\CV Teens & Young 
National Alliance on Mental Illness Ad U I ts 
Compilation of information & resources 
intended to help young people get the 
mental health support they need. 

NAMI Helpline 
If you or someone you 
know needs help, contact 
NAM! Helpline Monday­
Friday from 9:00 AM-9 PM 
CT. 

Call 1-800-950-NAMI I Text: 62640 

nnm1 
Fox Valley 
tbllon,,I Alllinot on u.nt. l lnN• 

be \ynv{. 

NAMI Wisconsin: Family & 
Consumer Resource Guide 
Guide created to help people 
living with mental illness, and 
those supporting them, navigate 
the mental health care system. 

NAMI Fox Valley 
Local NAM! affiliate offering free 
support groups & education 
classes to those living with 
mental illness, and 

their family members; serving Calumet, 
Outagamie, Waupaca and northern 
Winnebago counties. 

~ 
@nnmle SICS~ 

NAMI Basics 
OnDemand 
A free online 

program for parents/caregivers of youth who 
are experiencing mental health symptoms. 
NAMI Fox Valley also offers a version of 
this program that includes discussion groups 
with other parents. 

'

~ Child Mind 
, 1 Institute 

Family Resource 
Center 
Find information to 

help you support children who are struggling 
with mental health, behavior or learning 
challenges. 

Navigating Emotions 
& Behaviors llttnt=tnGI 
Helpful resource to 

better understand and navigate your child's 
emotions and behavior. 

Connect to LOCAL 
mental heallh 

services & supports 

Network of Care for 
Mental/Behavioral Health 
Mental health & substance 
use information, resources & 
service navigation tool for 
Brown, Calumet, Outagamie 

& Winnebago counties. 

CDC Children's Mental 
Health 

CCNT ERS FOR Dl&CASE 
CONTltOL ANO r,u:vcNTION 

This helpful web page 
includes links to various 
articles, research studies & 

resources to help support mental health in 
childhood. 

Notional lnslltuto 

National Institute of Mental 
Health (NIMH} - Children and 
Mental Health: Is this Just a 

olMenlalHeallh Stage? 

A document to better understand 
how to tell the difference between 
challenging behaviors and emotions that are 
a normal part of growing up and those that 
could be cause for concern. 





FEBRUARY 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 
Wear bright colors 

3 
Wear your school 

colors or a shirt with 
your school’s mascot 
Gr. 3 PALs 3:15-4:15 

Room 231 

4 
Wear yellow or  

something sunny to 
brighten everyone’s 

day 

5 
Dress like your  

future self 
Gr. 1 Badger Sports  

Fang visit during 
lunch 

6 
Dress in your favorite 
beach-themed outfit 
(school appropriate) 
Gr. 1 Badger Sports 
Gr. 2 Ashwaubenon 

Bowling 
Fang 1st baseball due 

7 

8 9 10 11 
Student Council  

meeting during lunch  
recess 

12 
Gr. 4 & 5 B.O.B. 

meeting during lunch 
recess 

4K-5 Math Night 
4:30-6:30 Library 

13 
Wear Valentine  

colors 

14 
 

15 16 
No School 

Staff Inservice 
PAC meeting 5:30 

Staff Room 

17 
Gr. 5 PALs 

3:15-4:15 Room  231 

18 19 
Gr. 4 & 5 B.O.B. 

meeting during lunch 
recess 

20 
4K and new KG  

registration 8:00-3:00 
Lobby 

Fang’s 2nd baseball is 
due 

Irish Pride Day 

21 

22 23 
Gr. 2 Weidner Center 

24 25 
PBS Assembly 

26 
Gr. 3 PAC 

Child Development Day 

Parent/Teacher  
Conferences  

3:30-6:30 
Title VI Info. Meet. 

5:00 Library 

27 
No School 

Conference Break 

28 

FREEDOM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENT CALENDAR 



Paid student meal is $1.35. Reduced Meal is $0.30

Freedom Elementary School February Menu
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

2 3 4 5

10 11 12 13

16 17 18 19 20

23 24 25 26 27

6

9

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal

Mini French Toast or
Assorted Muffins

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal

Yogurt Parfait w/ Granola or
Granola Breakfast Round

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal
English Muffin w/ Jelly

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal
Strawberry Smoothie

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal

No School Mini French Toast or
Assorted Muffins

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal

Yogurt Parfait w/ Granola or
Granola Breakfast Round

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal
English Muffin w/ Jelly

Cinnamon Toast
Crunch/Cocoa Puffs/Trix

Cereal
Strawberry Smoothie No School - Conference

Break

Scooby Snacks & Fresh Fruit Hard Boiled Egg & Juice Scooby Snacks & Fresh Fruit Hard Boiled Egg & Juice Banana

Scooby Snacks & Fresh Fruit Hard Boiled Egg & Juice Scooby Snacks & Fresh Fruit Hard Boiled Egg & Juice Banana

Hard Boiled Egg & Juice Scooby Snacks & Fresh Fruit Hard Boiled Egg & Juice Banana

Scooby Snacks & Fresh Fruit Hard Boiled Egg & Juice Scooby Snacks & Fresh Fruit Hard Boiled Egg & Juice





Full student meal is $2.65 and a reduced price is $0.40

 Freedom Elementary School Lunch Menu - February
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

This Institution is an equal opportunity Employer

2 3 4 5

10 11 12 13

16 17 18 19 20

23 24 25 26 27

6

9

(1) Breaded Chicken
Sandwich

(1) Macaroni & Cheese w/
Garlic Bread (1) Cheese Pizza (1) French Toast Sticks &

Sausage Patties
(1) Asian Meatballs w/ Rice

& Egg Roll

(1) Hamburger or
Cheeseburger

(1) Tomato Soup or Chicken
Noodle Soup & Pizza

Dunkers

(1) Pancakes & Sausage
Patties (1) Pepperoni Pizza (1) Chicken Tacos

No School (1) Popcorn Chicken W/
Mashed Potatoes (1) Pizza Dippers (1) Waffles & Sausage

Patties (1) Breaded Fish Sticks

(1) Chicken Nuggets w/
Pretzel Bites & Cheese (1) BBQ Pork Sandwich (1) Baked French Toast

Squares & Sausage Patty (1) Cheese Pizza No School - Conference
Break

(2) Ham & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Ham & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Ham & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Ham & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Ham & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Ham & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Ham & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Ham & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Ham & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich

(2) Turkey & Cheese
Sandwich

Assorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & VegetablesAssorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & Vegetables

Assorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & VegetablesAssorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & Vegetables

Assorted Fruits & VegetablesAssorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & Vegetables

Assorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & Vegetables Assorted Fruits & Vegetables
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