
‭Freedom Middle School‬

‭in the middle‬
‭May/June, 2024‬

‭Hello‬ ‭and‬ ‭welcome‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭“‬‭In‬ ‭the‬ ‭Middle‬‭”‬ ‭monthly‬
‭newsletter.‬‭Enjoy‬‭reading‬‭about‬‭all‬‭of‬‭the‬‭great‬‭things‬
‭happening here at Freedom Middle School!‬

‭GO IRISH!!!!‬

‭Freedom Middle School:‬‭N4021 County Rd. E; Freedom,‬‭WI 54130 --‬‭Phone:‬‭(920) 788-7945‬‭Fax:‬‭(920)788-7701‬



‭in the middle‬

‭Important Dates:‬
‭Monday,‬
‭May 6‬

‭6th grade band/choir concert 6:00 pm Fieldhouse‬

‭Friday,‬
‭May 10‬

‭Goody Triathalon‬

‭Monday,‬
‭May 13‬

‭MAPSS meeting 5:00 pm library‬

‭Wednesday,‬
‭May 15‬

‭8th grade Brewer game‬

‭Monday,‬
‭May 20‬

‭Board meeting 6:30 pm‬

‭Tuesday,‬
‭May 21‬

‭7th - 12th grades band/choir Weidner Center concert‬
‭7:00 pm‬

‭Monday,‬
‭May 27‬

‭No school Labor‬

‭Wednesday,‬
‭May 29‬

‭HS graduation‬

‭Tuesday,‬
‭June 4‬

‭8th grade Recognition 6:00 pm Fieldhouse‬

‭Wednesday,‬
‭June 5‬

‭All grades Bay Beach field trip‬

‭Thursday,‬
‭June 6‬

‭Last student day/12:30 dismissal/ PM staff work day‬
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‭in the middle‬

‭Important Reminders:‬

‭★‬‭School starting time is 8:00am. Ending time is 3:21pm.‬
‭Students should be in their 1st hour class no later than‬
‭7:55am.‬

‭★‬‭Turn in all appointment notes to the office. This will‬
‭help in regards to the 5 and 10 allowable absences‬
‭from the state.‬

‭★‬‭Early release time is 12:30. Lunch runs from 12:00 -‬
‭12:30. If your student will be leaving during the lunch‬
‭time please call the school ahead of time so that your‬
‭child can have a pass to leave.‬
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‭in the middle‬

‭Dr. Methner‬

‭Hello‬ ‭FMS‬ ‭Parents‬ ‭and‬
‭Guardians!‬

‭It’s‬‭hard‬‭to‬‭believe‬‭that‬‭the‬
‭2023-24‬ ‭school‬ ‭year‬ ‭is‬
‭drawing‬ ‭to‬ ‭a‬ ‭close.‬ ‭It’s‬
‭been‬ ‭a‬ ‭great‬ ‭year‬ ‭with‬ ‭many‬
‭fun‬ ‭learning‬ ‭moments‬ ‭across‬
‭our content areas.‬

‭In‬ ‭this‬ ‭year’s‬ ‭8th‬ ‭grade‬
‭promotion,‬‭I‬‭plan‬‭to‬‭share‬‭a‬
‭message‬ ‭of‬ ‭gratitude.‬ ‭I‬ ‭am‬
‭very‬‭thankful‬‭to‬‭work‬‭with‬‭a‬
‭dedicated‬ ‭staff,‬ ‭kind‬
‭students,‬ ‭and‬ ‭an‬ ‭actively‬
‭contributing‬ ‭group‬ ‭of‬
‭parents/guardians.‬ ‭Thank‬‭you‬
‭for‬ ‭making‬ ‭this‬ ‭such‬ ‭a‬
‭special school year!‬

‭Looking‬‭forward‬‭to‬‭next‬‭year,‬
‭our‬‭staff‬‭is‬‭already‬‭planning‬
‭for‬ ‭their‬ ‭curriculum,‬ ‭and‬ ‭I‬
‭am‬ ‭proud‬ ‭that‬ ‭we‬ ‭will‬ ‭be‬
‭offering‬ ‭a‬ ‭new‬ ‭math‬
‭curriculum‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭middle‬
‭school‬ ‭called‬ ‭Illustrative‬
‭Math.‬ ‭We‬‭are‬‭also‬‭adopting‬‭a‬
‭new‬ ‭middle‬ ‭school‬ ‭science‬
‭curriculum‬ ‭called‬ ‭OpenSciEd.‬
‭Both‬ ‭are‬ ‭student-centered,‬
‭modern‬ ‭curricula‬ ‭that‬ ‭are‬
‭highly rated and effective.‬

‭As always, I encourage‬
‭parents and guardians to‬
‭reach out to me or to‬
‭teachers with any questions‬
‭or concerns. I can be reached‬
‭via email at‬
‭gmethner@freedomschools.k12.w‬
‭i.us‬‭, or by phone at‬
‭920-788-7945 ext. 2309.‬

‭GO IRISH!!!‬
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‭in the middle‬

‭Counselor's Corner - Mr. Jason Bins‬

‭Greetings‬ ‭Freedom‬ ‭Middle‬ ‭School‬
‭Stakeholders‬ ‭and‬ ‭happy‬ ‭final‬ ‭month‬‭of‬
‭the‬ ‭school‬ ‭year‬ ‭As‬ ‭always,‬ ‭thank‬ ‭you‬
‭for‬ ‭your‬ ‭support‬ ‭and‬ ‭guidance‬ ‭during‬
‭the 2023-24 school year!‬

‭The‬ ‭middle‬ ‭school‬ ‭counseling‬
‭department‬ ‭is‬ ‭working‬ ‭on‬ ‭a‬ ‭number‬ ‭of‬
‭items‬ ‭in‬ ‭May‬ ‭including‬ ‭preparing‬ ‭for‬
‭next‬ ‭year‬ ‭and‬ ‭finishing‬ ‭our‬ ‭year‬
‭strong‬ ‭academically‬ ‭and‬
‭socially/emotionally.‬

‭Please‬ ‭let‬ ‭me‬ ‭know‬ ‭if‬ ‭you‬ ‭have‬ ‭any‬
‭questions‬ ‭regarding‬ ‭your‬ ‭child’s‬
‭transition‬ ‭to‬ ‭their‬ ‭next‬ ‭grade‬ ‭level‬
‭or‬ ‭transition‬ ‭into‬ ‭the‬ ‭summer‬‭months.‬
‭We‬ ‭understand‬ ‭that‬ ‭transitions‬ ‭can‬
‭cause‬ ‭anxiety‬ ‭for‬ ‭students‬ ‭and‬
‭parents/guardians.‬‭Let‬‭us‬‭know‬‭what‬‭we‬
‭can do to help.‬

‭We‬‭are‬‭also‬‭continuing‬‭work‬‭on‬‭rapport‬
‭building‬‭with‬‭our‬‭students,‬‭but‬‭adding‬
‭an‬ ‭emphasis‬ ‭on‬ ‭family‬ ‭communication‬
‭and‬ ‭building‬ ‭relationships‬ ‭with‬
‭families‬ ‭to‬ ‭support‬ ‭the‬ ‭students‬ ‭at‬
‭FMS.‬

‭With‬‭this‬‭said,‬‭I‬‭encourage‬‭you‬‭to‬‭let‬
‭me‬‭know‬‭if‬‭there‬‭are‬‭“things”‬‭going‬‭on‬
‭at‬ ‭home‬ ‭which‬ ‭may‬ ‭impact‬ ‭your‬
‭students'‬‭day‬‭at‬‭school.‬‭This‬‭could‬‭be‬
‭as‬‭simple‬‭as‬‭sending‬‭me‬‭an‬‭email‬‭that‬
‭says‬ ‭“HANDLE‬ ‭WITH‬ ‭CARE‬ ‭-‬ ‭STUDENT‬
‭NAME.” This will alert me that‬

‭will‬ ‭not‬ ‭be‬ ‭followed‬ ‭with‬
‭questions.‬ ‭Just‬ ‭a‬ ‭communication‬ ‭of‬
‭receipt‬ ‭and‬ ‭an‬ ‭email‬ ‭to‬ ‭your‬
‭child’s‬ ‭teachers‬ ‭to‬ ‭provide‬ ‭extra‬
‭grace‬ ‭to‬ ‭your‬ ‭student.‬
‭Teachers/staff‬‭have‬‭been‬‭trained‬‭to‬
‭not‬ ‭follow‬ ‭up‬ ‭with‬ ‭questions‬ ‭to‬
‭your‬‭child,‬‭but‬‭just‬‭to‬‭provide‬‭the‬
‭extra grace and understanding.‬

‭Your‬ ‭communication‬ ‭could‬ ‭also‬ ‭be‬
‭more‬ ‭detailed‬ ‭with‬ ‭pertinent‬
‭information‬‭to‬‭support‬‭your‬‭child’s‬
‭day‬ ‭at‬ ‭Freedom‬ ‭Middle‬ ‭School.‬ ‭As‬
‭always,‬ ‭this‬ ‭information‬ ‭is‬
‭protected‬ ‭by‬ ‭counselor‬
‭confidentiality‬ ‭ethics‬ ‭(voided‬ ‭by‬
‭potential‬ ‭or‬ ‭current‬ ‭physical‬ ‭harm‬
‭to‬‭parties‬‭involved)‬‭and‬‭legitimate‬
‭educational interest law.‬

‭As‬‭I‬‭often‬‭tell‬‭students,‬‭my‬‭entire‬
‭role‬ ‭at‬ ‭FMS‬ ‭is‬ ‭to‬ ‭support‬ ‭the‬
‭social/emotional‬ ‭wellbeing‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬
‭students‬‭of‬‭FMS.‬‭Please‬‭let‬‭me‬‭know‬
‭how‬ ‭I‬ ‭can‬‭support‬‭your‬‭students‬‭as‬
‭they‬ ‭continue‬ ‭their‬ ‭path‬ ‭into‬
‭adulthood‬ ‭through‬ ‭Freedom‬ ‭Middle‬
‭School!‬

‭Thank‬ ‭you‬ ‭for‬ ‭your‬
‭support‬ ‭of‬ ‭Freedom‬
‭Middle‬ ‭School‬ ‭and‬
‭its‬ ‭students‬ ‭and‬
‭staff!‬‭Please‬‭let‬‭me‬
‭know‬ ‭what‬ ‭I‬ ‭can‬ ‭do‬
‭to‬ ‭help‬ ‭your‬
‭student.‬ ‭I‬ ‭can‬ ‭be‬ ‭reached‬ ‭at(920)‬
‭788-7945‬ ‭(x2288)‬ ‭or‬ ‭via‬ ‭email‬ ‭at‬
‭jbins@freedomschools.k12.wi.us‬‭.‬
‭Water the Bamboo! -JB‬
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‭in the middle‬

‭News from 6th Grade‬
‭In ELA, students are learning about argumentative writing. We began the unit with a fun Spongebob‬
‭trial, focusing on using evidence and reasoning to support one’s case. We have analyzed‬
‭argumentative articles and learned about what quality argumentative writing looks like. We will‬
‭practice this type of writing focusing on zoos. We will continue to discuss “hot topics” and students‬
‭will eventually choose an argumentative topic to present about.‬

‭6th graders have become biologists-in-training as they have started to investigate how living things‬
‭interact with each other and their environment.   We have taken full advantage of the nice weather and‬
‭our on-site nature center to observe them in action.  Some of the highlights include honeycomb, birds‬
‭communicating, tree sap, and the occasional rabbit or squirrel sighting.  We will continue to explore‬
‭how these can impact food webs and the stability of an ecosystem.‬
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‭in the middle‬

‭News from 7th grade‬
‭ELA‬
‭In seventh grade ELA, we will work in book‬
‭clubs to close out the year. Students will be‬
‭taking the literary terms and readings skills‬
‭worked on throughout the year and show‬
‭their mastery via a number of different‬
‭assignments and discussions. Students will‬
‭be given time to read their book and work‬
‭on the aforementioned assignments each‬
‭day of the unit. ELA will have a final exam‬
‭scheduled for Monday, June 3. The two class‬
‭days prior will be used for students to take‬
‭notes on the concepts covered on the exam.‬

‭Science‬
‭Greetings from 7‬‭th‬ ‭Grade Science,‬
‭Middle school science is not continuing‬
‭with IQWST next year.  We have adopted a‬
‭new curriculum called OpenSciED which‬
‭works through the Einstein Project.  We‬
‭are currently piloting one of the units in‬
‭7th grade called Ecosystem Dynamics.  We‬
‭are investigating how changes in the‬
‭environment can affect populations of‬
‭organisms.  Our case study will focus on‬
‭the orangutan and the increased use of‬
‭palm oil in products.‬

‭Bird migration is well under way.  Keep‬
‭your eyes open for returning swallows,‬
‭sparrows and warblers.  The bird of the‬
‭month is the Yellow-rumped Warbler.  This‬
‭is typically our first of several warblers to‬
‭return.  It is about the size of the sparrow‬
‭and can be found in most woodlands‬
‭foraging on insects at the tops of trees.‬

‭Math‬‭In seventh grade math, students‬
‭recently wrapped up a geometry unit. The‬
‭year will end with a more enjoyable unit:‬
‭probability and statistics.‬

‭Students below take part in a card sort to‬
‭review geometric formulas‬‭.‬
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‭in the middle‬

‭Social Studies‬

‭In 7th grade Social studies, the‬
‭students have concluded learning‬
‭about the Revolutionary War and now‬
‭are on to learning about the Louisiana‬
‭Territory.  Students will finish the year‬
‭studying about the War of 1812.‬

‭7th Grade Team Well Wishes‬

‭The seventh grade team would like to thank‬
‭the class of 2029 for their efforts this school‬
‭year. Enjoy your summer! Best of luck in‬
‭your future endeavors.‬

‭Mr. Atwater, Mrs. Juelich, Mrs. Reitzner, Mrs.‬
‭Runyon, and Mrs. Skiba would like to‬
‭congratulate Mr. LeBrun on his upcoming‬
‭retirement. We thank him for the wisdom,‬
‭support, and friendship he’s given us‬
‭through our  years at FMS.‬
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‭in the middle‬

‭News from 8th grade‬
‭ELA‬‭- Students will wrap up the year with a final‬‭book club unit, persuasive writing that leads to more‬
‭kindness, and a vision for who each student is or hopes to be in the future. We wish all 8th graders well‬
‭and encourage them to finish the year strong as they look forward to high school. As always, take‬
‭some time this summer to read a good book, go on an adventure, and make memories.‬

‭We had strong 8th grade representation in the high‬
‭school musical!‬
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‭in the middle‬

‭EnCore Classes‬

‭Exploratory Music:‬
‭As the year begins to‬
‭wind down, and we‬
‭begin to look to‬
‭summer, the world of‬
‭exploratory music‬
‭begins its final‬
‭inquiries. In our final‬
‭units students will‬
‭study composition (and‬
‭create their own songs)‬
‭and look to the outside‬
‭world for music that‬
‭influences them.‬
‭Sharing the songs that‬
‭we like to listen to and‬
‭how it affects us in the‬
‭“real world” is always‬
‭a great way to cap off‬
‭the year!‬

‭Band and Choir:‬
‭It’s so hard to believe that it’s‬
‭Spring Concert time! The 6th‬
‭grade band and choir‬
‭students will be performing‬
‭their Spring Concert in the‬
‭Field House on Monday, May‬
‭6th, at 6:00 PM. The 7th and‬
‭8th grade bands and choirs‬
‭will be performing their‬
‭Spring Concert at the‬
‭Weidner Center on Tuesday,‬
‭May 21st, at 7:00 PM. Look‬
‭for more info to come. The‬
‭students are doing amazing‬
‭and we couldn’t be prouder‬
‭of them! We are so excited to‬
‭share our songs with you!‬

‭Thank you for a wonderful‬
‭year and we look forward to‬
‭making music again in the‬
‭fall:)‬
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‭in the middle‬
‭From the health office:‬

‭Reminders for the school year-‬

‭●‬ ‭If vomiting/diarrhea- your student must be 24 hours‬
‭vomiting/diarrhea free prior to returning to school/co-curriculars‬

‭●‬ ‭Fever of 100.4 or greater, your student will be sent home. Your‬
‭student must be 24 hours fever free without the use of fever‬
‭reduction medications prior to returning to school.‬

‭●‬ ‭Bring in your emergency medication forms and medications. If a‬
‭medication is kept on person, a physician must indicate that in‬
‭the letter/form.‬

‭●‬ ‭If there is a change in your student’s health condition/diagnosis,‬
‭physical restrictions, please let the nurse know. Phone is‬
‭920-788-7944 or Email is‬‭akazik@freedomschools.k12.wi.us‬
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‭in the middle‬
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‭in the middle‬
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‭in the middle‬
‭FMS Run/Walk Club‬
‭All students in grades 6-8 are invited to attend practices‬
‭after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Students in other‬
‭spring sports can also join; attendance is not mandatory.‬
‭Students will increase the distance as we build endurance to run the Bellin‬
‭5K or 10K on June 8, 2024, in Green Bay.‬

‭Through the Kids for Running program, participants receive a discounted‬
‭registration fee of $20 for the Bellin Run. Registration is due May 1st for‬
‭race packets to be sent to the school; families can still register after, but‬
‭they will need to pick up their packets. Registration includes your child’s‬
‭race bib, timing chip, and official Bellin Run T-shirt.‬
‭Go to‬‭www.bellinrun.com‬‭, and our school code is‬‭1850.‬
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‭in the middle‬
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‭in the middle‬
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